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regions, and Is cultivated in Florida, Cali-
fornia and   Hawaii.
Population, 1920, 73,502; in 1930, 92,563, a
gain of over 25 per cent.
ALLI'ANCE, 0., settled in 1838 and called
Freedom until 1850, is a city in Stark
County, fifty-five miles southeast of Cleve-
land and nineteen miles northeast of Canton,
the county seat. It became a city in 1889.
Transportation is furnished by the Pennsyl-
vania and the New York Central and minor
railroads. The city has nearly sixty acres
of parks and Mount Union College (Metho-
dist). It is in a fine agricultural region
and has extensive manufactures, including
iron, agricultural implements, terra cotta
ware and white lead. Population, 1920,
21,603; in 1930, 23,047.
ALLIGATOR, a large reptile resembling
the crocodile, dwelling in waters of tropical
regions of the western hemisphere, where it
frequents swamps and marshes and may be
seen during the day basking on the ground
in the heat of the sun. Alligators are slow
in growth and when fifteen years of age are
not more than two feet long. Nearly a hun-
dred years are required for them to reach
their full length of sixteen feet. They are
active animals, and they prey upon what-
ever game comes their way. Whenever they
have captured an animal, they take it into
the water and eat below the surface. They
are rather timid, in spite of their size, but
defend themselves viciously if attacked; on
shore they rush with open mouth at their
enemies and thrash their powerful tails from
side to side. The young are hatched by the
sun from eggs, of which the female lays 200
or more in great heaps of vegetable matter.
The alligators of South America were very
often called caymans. One species is known
as the spectacled cayman, because of the high
bony rim surrounding the orbit of each eye.
In the United States the alligator is not
often seen north of Florida, but at one time
it was not uncommon from North Carolina
to the Gulf of Mexico. There are several
alligator "farms" in Florida. Millions have
been killed for sport and because of their
hide and ivory. The flesh of the alligator is
often eaten, and the leather made from its
hide is beautiful and costly. See crocodile.
ALLIGATOR PEAK,, the fruit of an ever-
green tree. It resembles a large pear, is
one to two pounds in weight, and has a firm,
marrow-like pulp of a delicate flavor. It
fe Galled also avocado pear or vegetable
The plant is a native of tropical
 ALLIGATOR PEAR
a, fruit; b, flower; c, longitudinal section of
fruit.
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AI/USON, william boyd (1829-1908),
an American statesman, one of the framers
of the Bland-Allison silver bill of 1878. He
was born at Perry, Ohio, was educated at Al-
legheny College, Pa., and at Western Reserve
College, Ohio. He practiced law in Ohio until
1857, when he removed to Dubuque, Iowa.
Allison served in
Congress as a Re-
publican from 1863
to 1871. In 1873
he was elected to
the United States
Senate, being five
times reflected.
With Richard P.
Bland he wrote the
bill which provided
for the purchase of
silver bullion and
the coinage of a w^liam b. allison
certain number of silver dollars each month,
and he took a prominent part in the discus-
sion and amendment of the so-called railroad
rate bill in 1906. Senator Allison was sev-
eral times a prominent candidate for the
Republican nomination for the Presidency,

